
Concept Circle 

Step-by-step instructions 

 
Before class 

 

1. Ensure the slide of Concept Circle can be projected, or make a poster (laminate for reuse, if 

possible) to display and use during instruction. 

 

2. Print a list of vocabulary words that should be pre-taught for a new unit. (In this exemplar, 

vocabulary from a Science Ecosystems Unit is used.) 

 

3. Have Internet capability to model using online dictionary. 

 

4. Prepare 10 copies of the Concept Circle graphic organizer for each student 

 

Introduce the Strategy 

 

1. Explain to students that they will be learning a new way to think about vocabulary words. 

Tell them they will use a graphic organizer to look at, think about, and relate new words to 

what they already know. 

 

2. Ask students if they have used graphic organizers before and discuss various graphic 

organizers and the reasons graphic organizers are used.  Make sure students understand that 

graphic organizers are used to arrange information in a way that helps students understand 

relationships between vocabulary terms or concepts. It is an illustration or picture of 

connecting ideas. 

 

3. Tell students they will be learning new vocabulary (or words) for the next unit. The way they 

will be learning the new vocabulary is with a graphic organizer called the Concept Circle. A 

circle divided into four sections 

 

4. Display the Slide or poster. Point out the four sections on the slide. Read or call on students 

to read the heading in each section. Ask students what they think will be written in each 

section.   

 

5. Point to the upper left hand corner. Restate the heading, “Word.” Tell students they will write 

the new vocabulary word in that section.  

 

6. Point to the upper right hand corner. Restate the heading, “Definition.” Tell students they 

will write the definition of the word in that section. The will need to use a reference too such 

as a dictionary, textbook glossary, or an online dictionary.  

 

7. Point to the lower left hand corner. Restate the heading, “Picture.” Tell students they will 

draw a picture of the vocabulary word to help them remember the word.  

 



8. Point to the lower right hand corner. Restate the heading, “Related Words.” Tell students 

they will list words that are related to the vocabulary word (synonyms).  

 

9. Point to the bottom of the page. Restate the heading, “Meaningful Sentence.” Tell students 

they will write their own sentence using the new vocabulary word.  

 

10. Review the components of the Concept Circle and the activities students will do for each 

component. Students can turn to a partner to describe the components and activities.  

 

Model 

 

1. Pass out the Concept Circle graphic organizer to students. Tell students you are going to 

show them how to complete the graphic organizer.  

 

2. Display a list of vocabulary words. In this exemplar, vocabulary from a Science Ecosystems 

Unit is used. 

 

3. Locate online dictionary such as Cambridge Dictionaries Online 

(http://dictionary.cambridge.org/). Review the home page for the website and show students 

where to type in their vocabulary word.  

 

4. Tell students to follow along as you complete the graphic organizer. Explain that after each 

section is modeled, students should fill in their Concept Circle graphic organizer. 

 

5. Read the first word on the list, biome. Write (or type) the word in the Concept Circle in the 

upper left hand corner. Ask students to write the word on their handout. Type the word in 

box at the top of the webpage. Click on the Look it up! button. 

 

6. Point out the features of the website and the information about the word that is provided. 

Demonstrate clicking on the speaker button to hear the word pronounced correctly.  

 

7. Identify the type of speech of the vocabulary word. Biome is a noun. Read the definition. The 

definition of biome is a region of the Earth's surface and the particular combination of 

climate, plants, and animals that are found in it. Write the definition in the Concept Circle in 

the upper right hand corner. Ask students to write the definition on their handout.  

 

8. Model completing the Related Words section in the lower right hand corner. State aloud, “I 

know ecological has to do with the environment, weather, plants, and animals. The definition 

states a particular combination. Let me think. There are different regions that we’ve 

discussed such as grasslands, tropical rain forests, or deserts. These regions have their own 

weather, plants, and animals. I think these words relate to biome. I am going to add these 

words here.” Write the words in the Related Words section. Ask students to write the related 

words on their handout.  

 

9. Model completing the Picture section in the lower left hand corner. State aloud, “What is 

something I can draw to help me remember the definition of the word biome. I can draw 



Student Pairing or Grouping Strategies 

 

Prior to the Lesson 

- Get an old deck of cards 

- Write the students’ name of the cards 

 

During the Lesson 

- Tell students their names are on the cards. Show them an example. 

- Explain you will shuffle the cards and then as you select two cards from the 

deck, the names of the students on those cards are the students who will be 

paired together. 

- Shuffle the cards.  

- Pick the first two cards and announce the students’ names. Tell these two 

students they are partners for this activity.  

- Explain where they should sit or meet to complete the activity.  

 

 

some trees with colorful birds sitting on branches. This will make me think about the plants 

and animals. I should probably also draw the sun to remind me about the climate. This 

picture can resemble the rain forest.” Draw the picture. Point out to students that the picture 

has enough detail to help remember the definition and does not have to be a great work of art.  

Ask students to draw their picture on their handout.   

 

10. Model completing the Meaningful Sentence section at the bottom of the sheet. State aloud, 

“Now I have to write a sentence using the word biome. Hmmm. Biome means a region of the 

earth’s surface and considers the weather, animals, and plants. What would be a good 

sentence? I know. A rain forest is a biome with trees, a variety of birds and animals, and are 

found in South America.” Write the sentence in the Meaningful Sentence section. Ask 

students to write the sentence on their handout.    

 

11. Ask students if there are any questions about how to complete the Concept Circle graphic 

organizer. Address and answer all questions. Model using the Concept Circle graphic 

organizer with a different vocabulary word again, if necessary. If modeling a second time, 

change the order of completing the graphic organizer (e.g., complete the picture first, then 

complete the related words).  

 

Guided Practice – Student Pairs 

 

1. Tell students they will work with a partner to complete the next 6 vocabulary words. Provide 

the necessary materials (e.g., textbook, dictionary, laptop) so that students can complete the 

activity.  

 

 

 



Grouping Option 1 – 4 Groups of Students for Class Activity 

- Use an even number of diamonds, clubs, spades, and hearts. 

- Tell students they will each receive a card. Explain that on each card is a 

different suite (e.g., diamond, club, spade, hearts). 

- Tell students, after everyone has received a card, they will divide into 4 groups 

based on the suite of the card. 

- Point to each section of the room where each suite will meet (e.g., students 

with diamonds on their cards will meet in the front of the room). 

- Pass the cards out to the students. 

- Tell students to divide into their groups. 

-  

Grouping Option 2 – 4 Students in a Group for Class Activity 

- Use an even number of diamonds, clubs, spades, and hearts. Make sure a 

number is represented by each suite (e.g., 5 of diamonds, 5 of clubs, 5 of 

spades, 5 of hearts). 

- Tell students that they will receive a card, Explain that on each card is a 

number (e.g., 2, 3, 4, 5, 6) or a face (e.g., Jack, Queen, King). 

- Tell students, after everyone has received a card, they will divide into groups 

of 4 based on the number on the card. 

- Point to each section of the room where each number will meet (e.g., students 

with the number 6 will meet in the back of the room). 

.  

 

  

2. Tell students to divide into their groups. 

 

3. Review the steps of the strategy. Ask students what step needs to be completed first (write 

the word), second (get the definition), third (develop related words or draw a picture), fourth 

(develop related words or draw a picture), and fifth (write a meaningful sentence).  If 

necessary, post the steps of the strategy on board. Tell students they will need to complete the 

next 6 words together (in pairs or small groups). The next 6 vocabulary words are:  

consumers, ecosystem, habitat, nocturnal, organism, and predator.  

 

4. Walk around the room, listen in to ensure students are following the steps of the strategy, and 

completing the Concept Circle graphic organizer accurately. If necessary, support students 

with using the strategy or remind them of the behavioral expectations of the class if they are 

not focusing on the activity.  

 

5. Tell students when they have 5 minutes left to complete the activity. Call the class back 

together, tell students to return to their seats, and review the vocabulary words.  

 

 Independent Practice: Applying the Strategy 

 

1. Tell students they will complete the last three words independently. The next 3 vocabulary 

words are: producers, resources, and species. 



2. Observe students and note their progress using the strategy independently. Correct students 

as necessary and provide explicit feedback to assist students’ understanding of the procedures 

and rationale of the strategy. 

 

3. Tell students when they have 5 minutes left to complete the activity. Call the class back 

together and review the vocabulary words.  

 

Wrap up 

 

1. Tell students when they have 5 minutes left to complete the activity. Call the class back 

together and review the vocabulary words. Fill in any missing information and encourage 

students to complete their graphic organizers if there is any missing or incorrect information.  

 

2. Review with students the purpose of the strategy, when to use the strategy, and why the 

strategy is important. State that the strategy can help the students understand new vocabulary 

words by making connections with words they already know and drawing pictures of new 

vocabulary helps make connections and remember the words. Definitions are good, but 

alone, they do not always help you learn and remember. 

 

 


